
 

FirstEnergy files for line within Ashtabula, Geauga 
By DORIS COOK - Staff Writer 
Star Beacon 

— Opponents and advocates for the FirstEnergy Corp. and its Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company proposed 138-
kilovolt transmission line and substation to serve parts of Geauga and Ashtabula counties will have one more chance to 
voice their views to the Ohio Power Siting Board .  
With FirstEnergy Corp. filing its complete construction application, the OPSB will hold an adjudication hearings on the 
project within the next 60 to 90 days, FEC officials said. 
As part of the process, a copy of the complete application was also provided to public officials in Geauga and Lake 
counties with copies placed in the local libraries in Burton, Chardon, Madison, Middlefield, Thompson and Morley in 
Painesville for public review, said spokesman Mark Durbin. 
“Geauga County and parts of Ashtabula County have experience significant residential, commercial, and industrial 
growth over the last eight or so years, far outstripping average load growth in our Ohio service areas,” said Richard R. 
Grigg, executive vice president and CEO of FirstEnergy Corp. 
The utility company has worked with URS, a nationally known engineering firm specializing in transmission issues, to 
determine the best route for the project. A preferred route and alternate route are laid out for the OPSB staff to review 
along with flow charts for the power grid.  
The preferred route by the company largely follows a cross-country line originating at a new substation that will be built 
to the west of CEI’s existing Huntsburg substation on Mayfield Road (Route 322) in Huntsburg Township. From there 
the route runs north 14.7 miles through portions of Huntsburg, Montville, and Thompson townships in Geauga County, 
then into Madison Township in Lake County. 
Here it would interconnect with American Transmission Systems Inc. existing 138-kV Mayfield-Ashtabula transmission 
lines. This mostly rural route crosses approximately 87 properties. 
The alternate route follows a road corridor route located adjacent to Clay Street in Huntsburgh and originate at a new 
substation that will be built near of Clay Street and Mayfield Road. From there, the alternate route runs north for about 
12 miles through Huntsburg, Montville and Thompson townships to a point in Thompson where it interconnects with 
ATSI’s 138-kV Mayfield-Ashtabula transmission line. This route would cross some 182 properties. 
The power siting board will appoint an administrative law judge to conduct hearings in Geauga County on the merits of 
the proposed line project with dates to be announced. Another hearing will take place in the OPSB’s offices in Columbus 
to provide for FirstEnergy and its subsidiaries, power siting staff and other interveners to call and examine witnesses 
relating to the project. 
A decision on the project by OPSB officials is expected by mid-year. A detailed Ohio Power Siting Board process flow 
chart is available at: http://www.puco.ohio.gov/emplibrary/files/media/OPSB/flowchart.pdf.  
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