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Huntsburg Township- Students at the Hershey Montessori Farm School weren't content to sit back and 
watch their neighbors grapple with a controversial proposal to bring more power lines to this rural 
community.  

The ninth-grade biology class instead went to work gathering information. The students' goal was to figure 
out which was more important: developers' desire for more electrical power or the potential impact on 
humans and the ecosystem.  

They began their project by reviewing the proposal from American Transmission Systems. The FirstEnergy 
Corp. subsidiary wants to extend power lines from the border of Geauga and Lake counties south about 12 
miles to a new substation.  

Then, the teenagers turned their fact-finding mission into an adventure.  

They interviewed neighbors along the two proposed routes and then walked through the fields and down 
the country roads where the lines could be strung. They documented what they found in a video, which 
became part of their presentation at a recent community forum. The state will have the final say on the 
proposal.  

Though the students gathered reams of information - including scientific facts and impact studies - they 
discovered the issue isn't necessarily clear cut.  

"Even though you want to preserve the scenic, peaceful surroundings, you recognize that there are times 
when your community needs progress," said Nick Downer of Wooster. "So, is this a case where you give up 
land for the greater good?"  

Emotions have to figure into the formula, the students learned.  

"Agriculture is a way of life for some people here," said Kyle Venalick of Painesville. Some families have 
farmed the land for as many as five generations, he added.  

After interviewing neighbors - even some who grow the hay that feeds the school's farm animals - Brian 
Vadakin of Chardon wondered: "When do you know when it's more important to preserve local culture?"  

But Kristin Oliver of Mentor brought up one point they all could agree on. "It's hard work to defend and 
protect the place you live, " she said.  
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