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Montville Township - Up and down Clay Street and a few other rambling country roads, in houses tucked 
here and there between farm fields and forest, all the talk's about what could be lost to power.  

A FirstEnergy Corp. subsidiary wants to string transmission lines across Geauga County's northeast edge 
to bolster the area's electric supply. The company mapped two potential routes and both promise to alter 
the rural landscape in a way nobody wants.  

Trees may be toppled and acres of cropland erased to make way for the 75-foot-high poles. A handful of 
people could be forced out of their homes.  

A community meeting to discuss the controversial project is planned for 9 a.m. Saturday at the Montville 
Community Center on Ohio 528. Trustees from the three affected townships - Huntsburg, Montville and 
Thompson - scheduled the forum.  

Expect an angry crowd: "Every property this passes through is someone's yard," said Roberta Cheraso, a 
24-year-resident of Clay Street. "People aren't happy, and they'll fight this to the end."  

The proposed routes start at an existing power line near the Geauga and Lake County border and run 10 to 
12 miles south to a new power substation on U.S. 322. One path follows Clay Street; the other cuts across 
mostly undeveloped land east of Ohio 528.  

FirstEnergy's American Transmission Systems held a pair of public information meetings earlier this month 
to introduce residents to the project and is re-evaluating the routes.  

In April, the company plans to file an application for the new line with the Ohio Power Siting Board.  

FirstEnergy spokesman Mark Durbin called the upgrade necessary to meet growing power demands in 
parts of Geauga and Ashtabula counties. He said it has been decades since the last significant system 
improvement to the rural area's transmission network.  

"At some point, you just need more," Durbin said. "Even if it's not popular."  

It rarely is in Geauga.  

County residents in the 1990s battled a different plan to run transmission lines through Hambden and 
Claridon townships, a few miles west of the newly proposed lines. The Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
opted against pursuing the project despite gaining state approval.  

In the early 1980s, landowners banded together to block construction of high-voltage lines in eastern 
Geauga.  

Today, opposition is mobilizing to combat the current plan.  

Letters already have begun flowing into the state's Power Siting Board. A petition drive is now under way, 
as are efforts to line the streets with homemade protest signs. Pat Rucinski said she's willing to fight to 
protect her Clay Street home of 14 years.  

"They're going to hear some noise," Rucinski promised. "We're not going to sit back and just take this."  
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