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Grendell back on the line 
Diane Ryder 

Correspondent@News-Herald.com  

Senator proposes alternate route for power line proposed by FirstEnergy  
State Sen. Tim Grendell says he has  
a possible solution for FirstEnergy Corp.'s proposed 138 kilovolt line through 
Geauga County: Place it along the Geauga County-Ashtabula County line.  
"It's the least developed and would have the least impact on residents," Grendell, R-
Chester Township, told Chardon City Council Thursday.  
Grendell told council members that he joins them in opposing an alternative route 
along Geauga County's Maple Highlands bike trail, an 11th-hour idea the Ohio 
Power Siting Board asked FirstEnergy to explore.  
Council and the Geauga County Parks Board have unanimously passed resolutions 
opposing that idea, which would continue the power line through commercial and 
residential sections of Chardon.  
FirstEnergy filed an application in September with the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio's Power Siting Board for a new transmission line and substation, which 
would be located somewhere along Mayfield Road in eastern Geauga County.  
The electric company's first choice would run just east of Route 528.  
A large group of eastern Geauga County residents have formed Citizens 
Advocating Responsible Energy to fight FirstEnergy's preferred "Cross Country" 
line, which would go through rural and residential areas of Thompson, Montville 
and Huntsburg townships.  
FirstEnergy officials have said a new line is necessary to provide reliable service to 
developing areas of southern Geauga and Ashtabula counties, including several businesses in Troy  
Township and the Middlefield area.  
Grendell said he thought the Maple Highlands route had become a dead issue once the Park District opposed it, but he fears that the combined 
opposition would take the PSB's attention away from his own proposal of a county line route. 
Last month FirstEnergy Spokesman Mark Durbin said the company wouldn't pursue putting the power line on the Maple Highlands Trail 
because it doesn't fit well with the formula used to determine the best route. 
Grendell also said he is not convinced the new line and substation are needed.  
"I have raised the issue of necessity of this line, and haven't gotten any response," Grendell said.  
He told council that three dozen business owners have written letters to the PSB declaring the need for a more reliable supply of electricity.  
"I'm with you on not bringing it through Chardon," Grendell said. "Help me get it to the county line."  
Grendell said he agrees with both opposing groups - Chardon City Council and CARE - that the line should not go through either location.  
"But I fear the Siting Board will say that the Chardon route has too many problems, so they will approve the Cross Country line," Grendell said. 
"I fear we've lost valuable time, and we have Geauga County folks opposing each other."  
Grendell urged council members and Chardon residents to contact Gov. Ted Strickland with their concerns.  
"We want the least impact on the county," he added.  
"Help the CARE people out and ask the Power Siting Board to move it to the east. Why not be a little more common sense about it?"  
"I agree with the good senator that it ain't over till it's over," Mia Moore, FirstEnergy's district manager, said later in the meeting  
"We do have a project need. Electricity load in Geauga has grown 5 percent a year for the  
last three years. Our main circuits are 36 miles long and subject to car-pole accidents, equipment failure, trees coming down on lines and 
outages. We have some businesses that if they have a momentary blink on the line, like you see at home, they can lose equipment and have to 
shut down."  
Moore said she has spent the last two years facing customers who are frustrated at frequent power outages, and her company has made progress 
in fixing the problem.  
"But we've determined we need a new substation and new transmission lines," she said.  
Moore said FirstEnergy used a specialist to study the best possible routes, with the least impact on homes and farms, through Geauga County.  
She said criteria included environmental impact, which was 40 percent of the consideration, social impact was another 40 percent, and 
archaeological concerns and engineering concerns were 10 percent. 
"The least social impact is the Cross Country route," Moore said. "We had to make more turns than we would like, and in many cases, we 
moved the line so we didn't impact the middle of a farm."  
Moore said she had not heard about Grendell's idea before.  
The URS engineers had considered 800 different routes, but to her knowledge, had not considered a county line route, she told council.  
Moore agreed to ask FirstEnergy officials whether a county line route has been considered, and will report to council what she learns.  
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After Grendell left the meeting, former Chardon Mayor John Park unveiled a campaign to fight the Maple Highlands alternate route through 
Chardon.  
Park showed a yellow, red and black yard sign that read, "SAVE THE BIKE TRAIL and the HEART of CHARDON; NO TO 138 Kv" and said 
he was part of an organization called Citizens to Preserve Chardon Traditions.  
"We have 250 of those (signs), and if we need more, we'll buy more," Park said.  
When he asked council members to place a sign in their own yard, each council member agreed. 
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