
 

05/10/2008

Chardon City Council unites against power line 
Diane Ryder 

DRyder@News-Herald.com  

Chardon City Council members rarely agree on most issues, but they put aside their 
differences to voice strong opposition to a proposed 138-kilovolt power line 
through Geauga Park District's new Maple Highlands Trail. 
In a unanimous vote, council passed a resolution opposing the route, which would 
cut through parts of Chardon. 
Residents crowded into council chambers Thursday night to urge that council go on 
record to oppose local group Citizens Advocating Responsible Energy's suggestion 
that FirstEnergy Corp. consider an alternate route for its proposed 14-mile power 
line. 
FirstEnergy Siting Engineer Ted Krauss said the line is needed to meet the demand 
for reliable energy in developing areas of southern Geauga and Ashtabula counties. 
The line would cut north to south across northern Geauga County to connect 
existing transmission lines to a proposed new substation somewhere along Mayfield 
Road. 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio's Power Siting Board is considering 
FirstEnergy's application for the new line. FirstEnergy's first choice for the line is 
along Route 528 through parts of Thompson, Montville and Huntsburg townships. 
CARE members object to the proposal, saying the line would permanently damage 
dozens of farms and wetlands along that route.  
They have proposed the Maple Highlands Trail as an alternate route for the line, 
saying it  
would have the least amount of impact on private homes and farms. 
Chardon City Manager David Lelko told council that members of the Power Siting Board recently visited Chardon on a fact-finding trip, and 
toured the Geauga Park District's Maple Highlands Trail. 
Councilwoman Leslie Bednar, who volunteers in the park district, said park officials will meet next week to discuss the issue, and likely will 
oppose the suggested route. 
"I certainly stand opposed to it, because of the destruction of aesthetics, and of the walkability of our community," Bednar  
said. 
CARE President Jim Galm said Friday he disagrees with Bednar's assessment. 
"My conclusion is yes, indeed, (Maple Highlands Trail) is a better route," he said.  
Existing corridors, such as the trail, are often used for multiple purposes, he added. 
"It only makes sense," he said. "In other counties, bike trails co-exist with power lines without any problems." 
Galm also said he was disappointed at the city's opposition. 
Galm said he believes the Maple Highlands route makes more sense because it is shorter - 7.6 miles - follows an existing corridor that would 
have minimal impact on private homes and is similar to the "Rachel" line that the Power Siting Board approved in 1995. That line was never 
built. 
FirstEnergy representative Robert Schmidt said the Power Siting Board has postponed public hearings on the issue as they collect information 
on the CARE proposal.  
He said there will be two local public hearings - scheduled  
for Monday and Tuesday in Thompson and Huntsburg, respectively.  
Another hearing to be held in Columbus, likely will be scheduled for sometime in July. 
Schmidt, a Columbus-based attorney, said he believes the Power Siting Board will rule against the Maple Highlands option. He said he thinks it 
would not score high enough on the criteria that FirstEnergy used to determine its first choice for the project. 
Chardon Law Director James Gillette said the Maple Highlands option was considered, and rejected, early in FirstEnergy's selection process. 
Gillette and Bednar urged concerned residents to contact PUCO members as soon as possible to express their concerns, especially to Chairman 
Allen Schreiber, who heads the Power Siting Board. 
Information on how to contact the PUCO will be posted on the city's Web site, www.chardon.cc, Bednar said. 
Galm said the next CARE meeting will be 7:30 p.m. June 5 at Montville Community Center. The organization's Web site is 
www.caregeauga.org. 
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