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Panel to walk the line 
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Geauga Park District officials voice opposition to power line, will take tour of proposed location  
Attorney Thomas Lee told the members of the Geauga Park Commission on 
Saturday that 100 years ago, the railroad scarred Geauga County. Cutting down 
trees and creating a whole new pathway for power lines will leave another. 
"There is no urgent, pressing need to make any decisions today," said Lee, who 
represents Citizens Advocating Responsible Energy, or CARE. "One hundred years 
ago, B&O Railroad put a scar on this county with the tracks. Today, it may have 
healed somewhat, but it's still here." 
FirstEnergy wants to erect a 15-mile, 138 kv transmission line through rural eastern 
Geauga County. The exact path has not been decided.  
It might cut through historic farms and century-old trees. FirstEnergy has said the 
line is necessary to meet increased demands for reliable energy in southeast Geauga 
and southwest Ashtabula counties. 
Lee added that most members of CARE could not attend Saturday because of the 
late notice of the meeting and a previously scheduled fundraiser. But he said he had 
a petition with 100 signatures asking the board not to rush into any decisions. 
The park board has gone on record opposing letting the lines go through their 
property. They displayed computer-generated photos of the park's current bike trail 
and what it would look like if the power lines went through. As a jogger and biker 
are seen in the second shot, all the trees are gone and wooden power poles are in 
their place. 
CARE prefers the bike path route because of a pre-existing corridor. Lee said no virgin land would be disturbed. 
"If the Geauga Park Board actively resists use of the bike path, FirstEnergy will assert that it is not viable and will re-focus its efforts on boring 
a new corridor elsewhere in the county." 
Board members John Leech and Mark Rzeszotarski reiterated they are opposed to the lines crossing park land. They said the existing corridor is 
too narrow and the vehicles that would need to access it would have to find a way around the covered bridges. 
Lee said the board needs to look out for the entire county, not just its own land. 
Tom Curtin, executive director of the park district, said a walk of the Maple Highland Trail, a proposed route, is set for April 30. It will include 
board members, FirstEnergy reps, legal council and environmentalists. 
Since the next regular park board meeting isn't until May, the board did not make any decisions Saturday. They will wait until after the walk. 
"FirstEnergy has asked for a delay of the public hearing ... maybe until June or late in the summer," Curtin said. 
Chardon City Manager David A. Lelko was at the meeting and said he is upset that Chardon has been left out of the loop on this entire project. 
"There has been no direct communication," he said. "Our council has had no time to react. Obviously we are opposed to power lines cutting 
right through the city of Chardon. Why we seem to be out of the loop, I have no idea. We are pretty much in the dark." 
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