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A real power struggle 
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 Property owners voice concern, displeasure over FirstEnergy transmission line 
plans  
Mike Youshak of Huntsburg Township farms 150 acres, part of which his 
grandfather farmed in the early 1900s and his father farmed in the 1930s. 
Youshak, a retired veterinarian, carefully tends his soil, which yields field corn, 
soybeans, oats, wheat and alfalfa-mixed hay.  
"People who do not farm can't understand the connection farmers have with the land 
- we're part of the land, and the land is part of us," Youshak said. 
He has spent decades learning how to optimize his soil, carefully tending it to make 
it more productive. He has spent more than $50,000 on subsurface drainage and has 
followed a fertility program that helps him coax more crops from his soil without 
overly depleting its nutrients.  
So the thought of FirstEnergy Corp. plowing a 60-foot-wide swath through his land, 
and constructing towers that will hold electric transmission lines, devastates him.  
"It will divide my property in half, across one field, across one wooded area, and 
through a creek land preservation area," he said. "First, there will be the 
construction process, then they will have to have access to it. I will never really be 
free of the damage to those areas.  
"This will ruin my property, and it will ruin property after property as it goes 

along," Youshak said. "Not only will each property be devalued, the intrinsic beauty of the land will be greatly diminished."  
Youshak's next-door neighbor, Jim Galm, had been looking forward to building his dream home on beautiful acreage that has been in 
his family for many years. He knew exactly where he wanted to place his picture window so he could watch the sun rise each morning 
over the distant hills of Pennsylvania.  
The property has a deer stand, nut trees, Christmas trees and pristine fields. Galm, an electrical engineer, had been planning his house 
and dreaming for several years about living there after retirement.  
But progress, in the form of FirstEnergy's proposed 15-mile, 138-kilovolt transmission line, has threatened Galm's dream. If approved 
by the Ohio Power Siting Board, the line will cut across his land and place towers directly in the line of sight of his planned picture 
window. 
"Nothing you could do as a demolition project would equal what is going to be done to my property," Galm said.  
Youshak and Galm belong to Citizens Advocating Responsible Energy. This group of residents holds regular meetings and fundraisers, 
and it keeps members informed on its own Web site.  
The group has an ambitious agenda, including a massive letter-writing campaign, to fight FirstEnergy's proposed transmission line 
along Madison Road, or Route 528, through Thompson, Montville and Huntsburg townships. 
The group has hired the law firm of Taft, Stettinius and Hollister, the same attorneys who successfully fought the proposed Perry-
Hanna power line in the early 1980s.  
CARE members hope the attorneys will help them fight FirstEnergy's selection of Route 528 to run the proposed line from the present 
Mayfield-Ashtabula power line, which crosses through Thompson and Madison townships. The proposed line would connect to a new 
substation planned for a location on Mayfield Road in Huntsburg.  
 
Demanding more power 
For decades, FirstEnergy and Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. have said 
southern Geauga County is under-powered, and that residential 
development and industrial growth, specifically in Middlefield and Troy 
townships, have placed huge demands on an undersized line.  
FirstEnergy spokesman Mark Durbin said the development of the Route 
422 corridor in southern Geauga County has put serious demands on an 
already strained electrical grid, which has made a new substation and line 
necessary.  
"Our data has told us that, since 1990, the number of residences in that area 
has increased 25 percent, and the demand for energy in those residences 
has also increased 25 percent," Durbin said. "The more people who move 
into an area, the more electricity is needed. 
"The construction of Route 422 made it easier for people to live out there 
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and commute to Cleveland. It's good for the Northeast Ohio economy 
when that happens, but with that growth comes a demand for electricity."  
In addition, industrial development in Troy Township has created a need 
for more, reliable sources of electricity for the 422 area, Durbin said. That 
development includes headquarters of Great Lakes Cheese Inc. and Saint-
Gobain Crystals, one of the few companies worldwide that grows highly 
specialized crystals. 
"All this is why we're even talking about this in the first place," Durbin 
said.  
 
Serious business 
To Chief Financial Officer Edward Ytsma of Middlefield-based Sajar 
Plastics Inc., the line could mean survival to his 59-year-old company.  
In a Jan. 7 letter to Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Chairman Alan 
Schriber, Ytsma said the injection-molded plastics manufacturing company 
employs more than 110 people and uses about 6.5 million kilowatts of 
electricity a year. His company's electric bill is about $600,000 annually.  
"We know that relocating to areas such as Tennessee or Kentucky would 
cut this cost significantly. But we are a local company, with local roots, 
committed to being here," Ytsma's letter stated. 
"Reliable energy is critical to our process. When power goes down, or voltage fluctuates due to the present lack of adequate 
transmission capacity, the few minutes without power requires hours of recovery effort as well  
as replacement of wasted materials. 
"If electricity demand continues to grow without adequate transmission capacity, the reliability issues will increase. Therefore, we ask 
you to carefully consider the impact that failure to address the transmission capacity issue will ultimately have on Geauga County, and 
urge you to support the speedy approval of this project."  
 
Why Route 528? 
Durbin said FirstEnergy hired San Francisco-based engineering firm URS Corp. to conduct a site study to determine the best route that 
would satisfy a list of Ohio Power Siting Board criteria. These include environmental effect, cultural attributes such as historic burial 
grounds, land use and electrical needs. 
"We factor all this in together, to place the new line as close to the load-growth area as we can," Durbin said.  
URS narrowed the possible routes down to two: along Clay Street and along Madison Road, Durbin said.  
"They were by far the best two routes," he said. 
CARE members have recommended using an existing corridor along Route 11 in Ashtabula County, but Durbin said that route was 
examined and rejected. 
"The key issue there is that the Route 11 corridor would be three times as long as the others, which is a big consideration," Durbin said. 
"And it would be taking the line farther away from the load center."  
Durbin said he understands why residents would not want a transmission line running through their land, but he said he thinks the 
effect will not be as devastating as people think.  
"Someone has said that there will be huge, gigantic steel towers, but that's not the case at all," Durbin said. "They will be wooden, 
which we've said all along." 
He estimated the towers will be 70 to 75 feet high and 10 to 11 feet into the ground. He said the land around the towers could still be 
farmed and denied that large amounts of farmland would be ruined in the process.  
 
Third try for a line 
Since the early 1980s, power companies have planned to add transmission lines from the Perry Nuclear Power Plant in North Perry 
Village south through eastern Geauga County. One earlier attempt, known as the Perry-Hanna line, was withdrawn after Amish 
farmers objected to the lines crossing their farms.  
In the 1990s, a second attempt known as the "Rachel" line successfully went through the PUCO's Power Siting Board approval 
process, but was never built because of power company reorganization.  
In March of last year, FirstEnergy, facing a barrage of complaints from Geaugans and other area customers about power outages, and 
constant demands for more electricity, proposed building a new substation in  
Huntsburg and running a new transmission line to the new substation.  
According to the company's application, filed with the PUCO Power Siting Board in December, the Clay Street option would have 
affected 299 residences within 1,000 feet of the line, as opposed to 84 on the Route 528 option. 
The Route 528, or "Cross Country" option, would cross 87 properties, and the Clay Street option would have crossed 182. 
However, the Route 528 route crosses six times the amount of wetlands and would clear 62.9 acres of forest for the line's right of way. 
The Clay Street route would clear 15.1 forest acres, according to the application.  
 
Not on my land 
At a recent CARE meeting, about 50 people crowded the Montville Community center and shared their research findings on related 
environmental issues, planned fish fries and T-shirt sales, and heard that three people had recently donated $1,000 each, and one person 
$500, to the group's war chest.  
The group charges $50 a month, or $600 a year, to be a member with full voting privileges. Nonvoting associate members pay $20 
annually. The group's treasury has a $5,000 balance.  

 



"We're going to need a lot more," group Treasurer Pat Jonath said. CARE has applied to the PUCO to be named a party in the Power 
Siting Board case.  
CARE President Jim Galm asked for a vote of approval to apply for tax-exempt status. The motion passed unanimously.  
An ambitious letter-writing campaign has netted at least 138 letters to the Power Siting Board opposing the Cross Country Line.  
The organization showed calm determination as they talked about the Power Siting Board's upcoming public hearings on the line. Once 
the application is approved, a series of public meetings will be scheduled, with at least one of them likely to be held in Geauga County. 
 
Nothing has been scheduled, but FirstEnergy officials have said they would like to see the process completed and the line approved by 
mid-year.  
CARE members showed no anger and little frustration at the meeting.  
They admitted a power line is needed but advocated using one of two existing corridors: Route 11 or along a former railroad right of 
way.  
Galm warned property owners against signing easements over to FirstEnergy, saying that would be permanently signing away the 
property owner's rights to the land, while still being required to pay taxes on it.  
"Your rights to that property are gone," Galm said.  
He warned the crowd that signing an easement contract would be to FirstEnergy's advantage, not the property owner's.  
"The more properties they can lock up, the easier they can sell it to the Power Siting Board," Galm said.  
Durbin acknowledged the easements are being negotiated now.  
"All we can do is make the offer," Durbin said.  
"That's all fine, as this process plays out." 
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