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FirstEnergy picks state Route 528 for power line  
Diane Ryder 

DRyder@News-Herald.com  

10/10/2007 

Company files proposal with PUCO, lists route along Clay Street as alternate  

 
FirstEnergy Corp. has 
selected the state Route 528 
corridor for its proposed 
power line, and has 
submitted its preliminary 
proposal to the Ohio Public 
Utilities Commission's Power 
Siting Board, said 
FirstEnergy spokesman Mark 
Durbin.  

The utility company had been 
considering one of two routes 
between the Perry Nuclear 
Power Plant in North Perry 
Village and a new substation proposed for Mayfield Road in Huntsburg - a distance of 
14.7 miles.  

Durbin said the other route, along Clay Street, is listed as the alternate route in the 
PUCO application, which was filed Sept. 29.  

"The demand for electricity has grown significantly in this area and is some of the 
highest in the Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co.'s territory," Durbin said.  

"We are building a new substation and a new 138-(kilovolt) line to meet that growing 
demand," he said. "This will not only help the people there in Geauga County, but in 
the whole service area. It will make the grid more robust." 
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Durbin said the new line will supply reliable energy to the growing industrial areas of 
southern Geauga County, and may reduce storm-related power outages and 
interruptions throughout the area. 

FirstEnergy has tried three times since 1980 to run power lines through the eastern 
portion of the county, including an attempt in the mid-1990s to install what was 
referred to as the "Rachel" line through central Geauga County.  

That line successfully went through the lengthy PUCO approval process but was never 
built because of corporate reorganization during that time, Durbin said.  

The company hopes the Power Siting Board will approve the line by mid-2008, he 
said. The board currently has 60 days to review the preliminary proposal. If they find 
the application in order, FirstEnergy will then file a second, formal application. 

The siting board will then set a series of public meetings, which will probably be held in 
Geauga County, according to Durbin. 

"It's a very, very involved process, and rightly so," he said.  

Once the application is accepted, copies will be made available to local public officials 
and the public.  

"There will probably be hard copies available at the local libraries, and it may be on the 
Ohio Power Siting Board's Web site, available through puco.oh.gov," he said.  

"The public meetings will be an opportunity for anyone to comment on the record," 
Durbin said.  

Further meetings will be held in Columbus after that, with sworn witnesses who will be 
subject to cross examination, he said.  

"Once all the information is gathered, it will be up to the Power Siting Board to decide 
whether we can proceed with the routing," he said. "It's quite an elaborate process, but 
it gives the public every opportunity to make their views known." 

Montville Township Trustee Alexa Holbert said she and many others, including other 
trustees from neighboring affected townships, plan to do just that.  

"We don't agree with either of those routes," Holbert said.  

Holbert's main objection to the "Cross Country" route, which roughly follows Route 
528, is that lines will pass next to several existing homes on east-west roads.  

"That is unacceptable," she said. "The second thing we object to is that the lines will 
literally cut some farms in half. 

"The third major objection we have is that it will cut across eastern townships, which 
are some of the last completely rural areas of Geauga County. The southern part of 
the county, and Ashtabula County, may need the electricity, but there needs to be a 
better way to do it," Holbert said.  

Holbert said she favors taking the lines along Route 11 in Ashtabula County. Many of 
her fellow trustees support her in that position, she said.  

"Yes, I will testify, and if I need to, I will go to Columbus to do it," Holbert said. 
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